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Protest Music

Protest songs have helped people voice their disagreement with the 
government and institutions of their countries for hundreds of years. Take 
some time today to explore protest songs. We’ve suggested some to get 
you started.

“Get Up, Stand Up” Bob Marley
“Say It Loud — I’m Black And I’m Proud” James Brown

“Free Nelson Mandela” The Specials
“Fight the Power” Public Enemy

“Alright” Kendrick Lamar
“I Am Woman” Helen Reddy

“Fortunate Son” Creedence Clearwater Revival
“War” Edwin Starr

“What’s Goin’ On” Marvin Gaye
“American Idiot” Green Day

“Not Ready to Make Nice” The Chicks
“Sunday Bloody Sunday” U2

“Freedom” Beyonce featuring Kendrick Lamar
“Americans” Janelle Monae

There are so many wonderful songs that people have used to express their 
concerns. What are some of the protest songs you’ve found?
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Human Rights Buzzwords

Entitled: Believe yourself to deserve a privilege just because of who you are

Fundamental: Basic; of main importance

Lobby: Try to influence a politician or public official on an issue

Oppression: Cruel treatment over a long period of time

Access: The right to use something

Slavery: Treating a person as property and forcing them to work without pay
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